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RESOLUTION #                                 


RESOLUTION # 188-07-03

NORTHWEST PORTLAND AREA


CALIFORNIA RURAL INDIAN

INDIAN HEALTH BOARD



HEALTH BOARD

JOINT RESOLUTION
Recommendations to address Tribal concerns on the impact of the One HHS Initiative 
WHEREAS,
the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board (NPAIHB) is a tribal organization under P.L. 93-638 that represents forty-three Federally-recognized Indian tribes in Oregon, Washington and Idaho and is dedicated to assisting and promoting the health needs and concerns of Indian people in the Northwest; AND
WHEREAS,
the California Rural Indian Health Board, Inc. (CRIHB), founded in 1969 for the purpose of bringing back health services to Indians of California; is a tribal organization in accordance with Public Law 93-638, is a statewide tribal health organization representing 36 Federally recognized tribes in 21 counties through it’s membership of 11 Indian Health Programs throughout California’s Indian Country; AND

WHEREAS,
the NPAIHB and CRIHB are dedicated to assisting and promoting the health needs and concerns of Indian people; AND

WHEREAS, 
the primary goal of the NPAIHB and CRIHB is to improve the health and quality of life of its member tribes; AND
WHEREAS,
the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has begun to implement its “One HHS” initiative in an effort to integrate management functions Operating and Staff Divisions; AND
WHEREAS, 
the proposed consolidation of management functions into the One HHS initiative has raised issues of concern by members of the IHS Restructuring Initiative Workgroup (RIW) which are reported in the RIW Final Report, these concerns have also been raised by members of the IHS Budget Formulation Work Group, have been raised by the National Congress of American Indians, the National Indian Health Board and Area Health Boards; AND
WHEREAS, 
the IHS Restructuring Initiative Workgroup reported that HHS initiatives could diminish the IHS resources which are already under funded and the consolidations could make the funding gap worsening the health disparities for Indian health; AND
WHEREAS, the early implementation of changes to the administration of the human resource system has validated Tribal concerns that these changes will have a considerable impact on the ability of the IHS and Tribes to preserve and continue to provide quality health care services; AND
WHEREAS, 
at a Senate Committee on Indian Affairs hearing held on April 2, 003, testimony from Tribal leaders indicated that there is great concern regarding the One HHS initiative and its effort to consolidate the personnel management system of the IHS with other personnel functions of the Department and that there was not adequate time for Tribal consultation or for Tribes to develop recommendations on the One HHS initiative; AND
WHEREAS, 
tribal leaders have requested additional time and consultation to address the One HHS initiatives in order to develop consensus on the impact that any changes might have on health programs operated by the IHS and Tribes; AND
WHEREAS, 
the IHS, unlike other Agencies within HHS, provides direct health care services and has a unique set of circumstances and functions that must be considered in any consolidation plan,  and should include Tribal Consultation before implementation;
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED; the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board and the California Rural Indian Health Board recommend that the Department of Health and Human Services refrain from making any further changes to the human resource system of the Indian Health Service and other One HHS initiatives that impact IHS and Tribally operated programs.  until further consulting with Tribes on the impact that these changes will have to the IHS and Tribally operated health programs.  
CERTIFICATION

The foregoing joint resolution was adopted at a duly called regular joint meeting of the Board of Director’s of Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board and California Rural Indian Health Board (NPAIHB vote ___ For and_____ Against and _____ Abstain; CRIHB vote ___ For and ___ Against   and ______ Abstain) held this 19th 

day of July 2003 in Reno, Nevada and shall remain in full force and effect until rescinded.
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